
________________   _____      ___________ 

Thursday, November 17
TH

 
                        

“Our God is a consuming fire” 

Scripture: Hebrews 12:28-29 NIV      

The author of Hebrews wrote about “a Kingdom that cannot be 

shaken” (v.28), which is a vision of God’s holy people who shall be 

receiving a Kingdom forever, in connection with the Son of Man, to 

whom God grants everlasting dominion.  This has already begun 

(“we are receiving a kingdom”), but it is not yet fully realized (see 

Hebrews 2:8–9).  Such a hope calls for us to be thankful and also to 

worship God acceptably with reverence and awe.  Again, the image 

of God in the symbol of fire is revealed, this time as “a consuming 

fire” (v.29).  Because of His jealous anger against those who desert 

the true God for worldly idols, this image of fire is not pleasant.  This 

puts a whole new spin on the warning, “Don’t play with fire!” 

Question: Do you express thankfulness to God in reverence and awe? 
__________________   __      ___________ 

Friday, November 18
TH                  

“His Word is in my heart like a fire” 

Scripture: Jeremiah 20:9 NIV      

In this chapter, Jeremiah has been crying out to God, lamenting his 

difficulties in being a prophet of the Lord.  Typically in laments, the 

writer wrestles with three subjects: God, his enemies, and himself.  

Jeremiah even struggles with his own body, for if he tries not to 

speak the Word of God which the Lord has given him, he feels it like 

a fire burning in his bones.  If the goals in your life are truly from the 

Lord, Your Spirit will testify that you must accomplish them.  You 

will find that you will not be able to do otherwise.  This passage 

about Jeremiah is a classic description of prophetic reluctance that is 

overcome by divine compulsion.  As believers in Christ, we need to 

first recognize the fire of God (like Moses at the burning bush, the 

Exodus wandering, and Mt. Sinai); we need to recognize that we 

need the baptism of the Holy Spirit with fire (such as John the Baptist 

offered); and we need to experience a fire within our very beings… a 

fire so intense that if we try to squelch it, we will find we cannot!  

For Jeremiah, a surge of dejection had swept over his heart and life, 

making him long to speak no more… but he was compelled inside by 

the fire of the Holy Spirit, because he did not want his enemies to see 

him fail.     

Question: When have you found yourself attempting to hold back from 

speaking up about Jesus or sharing your faith, but you found that you 

simply had to ‘let it out’?   
    __________     ___________ 

 

Sunday, November 20, 2022 

Christ the King / Thanksgiving Sunday
  

8:30 and 10:45 am/Sanctuary 

Online Livestream @10:45 am  

Hebrews 12:28-29 NIV, Jeremiah 20:9 NIV 

Pastor’s message: “ INFLUENCE: A Fire Within”  

Devotional Guide for November 14-20 2022 
These devotions are prepared for you each week by Pastor Kevin 

to use for your own personal devotions with the Lord,   
and are designed to prepare you for the message next weekend.  

   ________ _____ 

Monday, November 14
TH              

“Appeared to him in flames of fire” 

Scripture: Exodus 3:1-6 NIV      

In this account of Moses at the burning bush, the “angel of the 

Lord” (v.2) closely identifies with God Himself.  His manifestation in 

flames of fire forms a strong link with the sign of God’s presence in 

other passages—the pillar of fire, the cloud and fire on Mt. Sinai, the 

fire over the tabernacle.   As in most Biblical theophanies (which are 

divine appearances of Christ before His incarnation), flames of fire 

were a medium of such revelation—on this occasion appearing 

“within a bush” (v.2).  Attempts to somehow explain the sight by 

nature miss the point: this unusual sight catches Moses’ attention.  

Question: What was the most unusual way that God has revealed His 

love for you on your journey of faith? 
   ________ _____ 

Tuesday, November 15
TH                     

“Pillar of cloud and pillar of fire” 

Scripture: Exodus 13:21-22 NIV      

As mentioned yesterday, the presence of God in the burning bush 

also was seen in the pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire by night.  

Like the burning bush, and the blazing inferno on Mount Sinai (see 

Exodus 19:18, 24:17), this is clearly a theophany (a divine appearance 

of Christ in the Old Testament) that leads and directs God’s people 

on their journey.  God makes Himself known through fire, and at this 

point in history, it is most often something that is seen.  Soon, in the 

New Testament, that fire will begin to be felt within believers. 

Question: How do you see God leading you on your journey of faith? 
   ________ _____ 

Wednesday, Nov.16
TH               

“Baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire” 

Scripture: Matthew 3:11-12 NIV      

John the Baptist’s main role was to both baptize repentant sinners, 

yet also to pave the way for the coming of the Messiah.  John did his 

baptisms by water, but he instructs that the Messiah “will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire” (v.11).  The baptism of fire is seen either 

as involving the purifying work of the Holy Spirit, or the judgment 

associated with fire.   

Question: Do you remember your first baptism, either as an infant, child 

or adult?  Have you been baptized by the Holy Spirit and this fire? 


