
God” (v.35) who is also the One destined to sit on the throne of 

King David.  David had written how he (and all of us) are fearfully 

and wonderfully made; now we see how the Creator became like 

the created beings—in order to help bring an end to the reign of sin 

and death over the lives of His children. 

Question: Have you considered that the Creator of the entire universe 

was created to become a vulnerable infant? 
________________   _____                           ___________ 

Thanksgiving Day—Give thanks with a grateful heart! 
Thursday, Nov. 24

TH
 
                                              

“His love endures forever” 

Scripture: Psalm 100:1-5 NIV      

In this psalm of thanksgiving, we are shown the reason for our life’s 

worship: it is the Lord who created us.  On this day of giving thanks 

across our great nation, begin by opening your heart of gratitude to 

the One who gave you life and a purpose.  The goodness, love, and 

faithfulness of the Lord will last through all generations.  May you 

have a blessed Thanksgiving Day! 

Question: What are you most grateful for in your life this year? 
__________________   __      ___________ 

Friday, Nov. 25
TH                           

“For I know the plans I have for you” 

Scripture: Jeremiah 29:10-14 NIV      

God’s plan for our salvation was to give us Jesus to be born, to die, 

and then to live again… that we might have eternal life with Him.  

The prophet Jeremiah had earlier declared that the future of God’s 

people lay with the exiles, not with those still in Jerusalem.  Thus, he 

wrote a letter encouraging the exiles to settle down in Babylon in the 

meantime, as they awaited the fulfillment of God’s plans.  The Lord 

will not abandon the exiles in Babylon forever. After 70 years, God 

will fulfill His good promise (v. 10) seen in Deuteronomy 30:3–5 to 

bring them back to their homeland.  God is the ultimate source of 

blessings and curses.  The plans He has for those in exile are for a 

good future.  God is willing to listen to their prayers and allow them 

to call upon His name.  In antiquity, gods were typically connected 

with particular lands, so it is a remarkable encouragement to those in 

exile in Babylon that they could approach God.  It is also a profound 

encouragement to believers today who may feel cut off from God by 

their sins or by difficult circumstances.  God will rescue us with the 

gift of salvation, brought to us in Emmanuel—God with us! 

Question: Have you considered the plans God has for your life? 
    __________     ___________ 

 

 

Sunday, November 27, 2022 

First Sunday of Advent
 

8:30 and 10:45 am / Livestream @10:45 am 

Luke 1:26-38 NIV, Jeremiah 29:10-14 NIV 

Pastor’s message: “Living When Your Plans Go Awry”  

Advent/Christmas theme: “With God, It’s A Wonderful Life!” 

Devotional Guide for November 21-27 2022 
These devotions are prepared for you each week by Pastor Kevin 

to use for your own personal devotions with the Lord,   
and are designed to prepare you for the message next weekend.  

   ________ _____ 

Monday, Nov. 21
ST                                

“Fearfully and wonderfully made” 

Scripture: Psalm 139:13-18 NIV      

King David finds himself in a world of ruthless enemies.  David’s faith 

and knowledge of the Lord as Creator come from his awareness that 

God is both omnipresent and omniscient (ever present, all knowing).  

As David meditates on creation, he discerns the nature of the Creator 

and the nature of his life.  The Hebrew verb for “knit together” (v.13) 

refers to the careful and skillful creation of a human.  The Lord is also 

sovereign over the span and content of every human life, even before 

that person actually appears. 

Question: Have you considered the value of your life in God’s eyes? 
   ________ _____ 

Tuesday, Nov. 22
ND    

“In Him we live, move, and have our being” 

Scripture: Acts 17:22-28 NIV      

As the apostle Paul encountered the philosophers of Athens and saw 

the various statues and idols, the theme of his message to them was 

to identify the one Creator God as being real and true (unlike false 

idols) and that people are responsible to Him as His offspring.  These 

Athenians had built an altar to an unknown god, in order to avoid 

offending any god for whom they had not built a temple or altar.  

Paul describes God as both transcendent and immanent—He is the 

sovereign creator and sustainer of all things, so He needs nothing 

from humans, and guides history as sovereign Lord.  He wants His 

creatures to know Him personally, caring for them as His offspring. 

This teaching refutes both the doubting agnostics and those who had 

believed in multiple gods.   

Question: How can you use your faith to answer questions of doubters? 
   ________ _____ 

Wednesday, Nov.23
RD                                  

“His Kingdom will never end” 

Scripture: Luke 1:26-38 NIV      

Jesus’ birth is foretold, explaining how this all was designed by God.  

Mary’s difficulty was not her young age, but that she was not married 

and was a virgin.  Jesus, on the other hand, is not just a prophet like 

John the Baptist (whose birth narrative comes earlier in this chapter), 

but that Jesus is “the Son of the Most High” (v.32),  and “the Son of  


