
Before you think He was just being lazy, please know that teachers in 

those days often sat down while their students stood around them to 

listen and to learn.  When Matthew records, “His disciples came to 

Him, and He began to teach them” (v.1-2), that means this lesson is 

primarily for those already committed to following Jesus, or at least 

committed to learning from Him.   

Question: When did you last sit at the feet (open up the Bible) and learn 

from your Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ?  Consider reading the entire  

Sermon on the Mount (Matthew chapters 5-7 ) to learn from Jesus. 
________________   _____      ___________ 

Thursday, January 19
TH

        
 
“Seek first His Kingdom and righteousness” 

Scripture: Matthew 6:31-33 NIV      

The Sermon on the Mount is possibly the most famous sermon in all 

religious literature.  Jesus here offers what many consider to be His 

“Kingdom Manifesto.”  Like the “already but not yet” reign of God, 

this is the ideal ethic for which believers must strive, even while they 

are recognizing they will fall far short of living up to it.  We are to 

seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness (v.33) and then we are 

to share God’s love with fellow Christians who lack basic necessities 

of life, or the ability to acquire them.  When God’s worldwide family 

does this—“all these things” (food, drink, clothing, etc.) will be given 

to them as well.  Only the disobedience of God’s people makes it 

inevitable that at least a few poor believers remain. 

Question: How do you ignore worldly pursuits to answer God’s call? 
__________________   __      ___________ 

Friday, January 20
TH                  

“Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice” 

Scripture: Romans 12:1-3 NIV     

The apostle Paul shares that an appropriate response to God is to 

offer, or present, ourselves to Him in His service. Here in verse 1, the 

scene evokes temple worship; rather than sacrificing bulls and goats, 

we are to offer ourselves as devoted to God.  True, proper worship 

is not only offered in church; we are to worship God with our whole 

lives. Worship is whatever we do in our bodies, which includes    

absolutely everything. Negatively, in verse 2, Paul says offering    

ourselves to God means rejecting the old way of life and the way 

everyone that lives outside of Christ lives. Then our renewed minds, 

which are dead to sin but alive to God, will know how to please 

God.  Paul does not say we should seek guidance from God by    

looking for special signs; he says we will know God’s will, when our 

minds are conformed to God’s mind through Scripture.  

Question: How do you strive to fully rely on God in your faith journey? 
    __________     ___________ 

 

Sunday, January 22, 2023 

 8:30 & 10:45 am (Livestream @ 10:45am) 
Scripture: Matthew 6:31-33 NIV, Romans 12:1-3 NIV 

The message: “REBOOT—Relying on God” 

Winter theme: REBOOT—Rediscovering Our Purpose” 

Devotional Guide for January 16-22, 2023 
These devotions are prepared for you each week by Pastor Kevin 

to use for your own personal devotions with the Lord,   
and are designed to prepare you for the message next weekend.  

   ________ _____ 

Monday, January 16
TH               

“That I may rely on Your faithfulness” 

Scripture: Psalm 86:1-12 NIV       

This is an intensely personal psalm of David—a psalm in which David 

urgently asks God for His help and affirms His gracious attributes and 

His uniqueness.  David emphasizes his special relationship with God: 

seven times he calls God ‘Adonai’ or ‘Lord;’ three times David calls 

himself “Your servant,” affirming that he is loyally dependent on 

God; four times he uses God’s personal, covenantal name (‘Yahweh’ 

or ‘the Lord.’  Even in his distress mentioned here in verse 7, David is 

eager for God to teach him.  He wants to “rely on Your faithfulness” 

v.11) and have an undivided heart, which translates as having a 

wholehearted commitment to God.  God wants this from His people. 

When God promised to bring His people back to their land after the 

exile in Babylon, He promised to give them an undivided heart and 

put a new spirit within them (Ezekiel 11:19).   

Question: How do you allow yourself to fully rely on God? 
   ________ _____ 

Tuesday, January 17
TH            

“Lean not on your own understanding” 

Scripture: Proverbs 3:1-6 NIV      

King Solomon shared these pearls of wisdom with his son, Rehoboam, 

who would be the future king of Israel.  These teachings were meant 

to “prolong your life” (v.2).  This phrase is used in other places to 

describe the Suffering Servant, after He pours out His life as a sin  

offering (Isaiah 53:10).  God’s gifts of contentment, delight, joy, and 

pleasure are part of His peace and prosperity He has for His faithful 

children; without them, endless years would be wretched.  We are 

called to trust God with all that we are, and not to rely on our own 

wisdom.  We must depend on (rely) and believe in God.   

Question: Has your own understanding interfered with relying on God? 
   ________ _____ 

Wednesday, January 18
TH       

“His disciples came; He began to teach them” 

Scripture: Matthew 5:1-3 NIV      

 Jesus began what became known as His ‘Sermon on the Mount’ in 

 this manner: He first sees the crowd and recognizes their need for 

 Godly wisdom; then He goes up onto a mountain, and sits down to 

 teach on that mountainous hillside. 


