
________________   _____      ___________ 

Thursday, January 26
TH

                 “Blessed are those who mourn” 

Scripture: Matthew 5:4 NIV       

This one verse from the Beatitudes, given at the beginning of Jesus’ 

Sermon on the Mount, reveals a simple yet profound truth: “Blessed 

are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.”  Mourning is not 

forever, and because of our season of mourning, the comfort which 

God will provide includes being in His presence and finding pure joy. 

Matthew presents Jesus as the King of the Jews, the long-awaited 

Messiah.  Matthew wrote his Gospel primarily for a Jewish audience 

who had been waiting centuries for the Savior’s coming.  To mourn 

does not seem like it would be a blessing, but God’s blessing comes 

after the mourning. 

Question: How do you, or can you, comfort those who mourn? 
__________________   __      ___________ 

Friday, January 27
TH                 

“David: I have sinned against the Lord” 

Scripture: II Samuel 12:1-13a NIV       

This is part of the story of King David’s indiscretions with Bathsheba, 

the intentional killing of her husband at the battlelines, and the      

attempt to cover up the result of these sins—a newborn son.  The 

prophet Nathan is sent by the Lord to confront David with this sin, in 

order to bring David to repentance.  Nathan does so by setting up 

David with a hypothetical story, seeking his response to the situation.  

When David shares his reply, then Nathan explains that it is David 

himself who is the guilty one.  Having been known as a man with a 

heart for the Lord, the very heart of David’s sin is scorning God’s 

Word, for he broke at least four of the ten commandments: murder, 

adultery, lying, and coveting.  It would be in response to this season 

of mourning and repentance that David would write Psalm 51, which 

is his prayer of confession and repentance to the Lord.  David offers 

his own acts of repentance in Psalm 51:15-17 when he says, “Open 

my lips, Lord, and my mouth will declare your praise.  You do not 

delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in 

burnt offerings. My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and 

contrite heart You, God, will not despise.” 

Question: When have you most recently confessed and repented of sin? 
    __________     ___________ 

 

Sunday, January 29, 2023 

5
TH

 Sunday SPECIAL SCHEDULE:   

9:00 am Sunday School    

10:00 am Combined Worship (Livestream @ 10:00am) 

11:00 am Church Luncheon with our Chili Cookoff! 
Scripture: Matthew 5:4 NIV, II Samuel 12:1-13a NIV 

The message: “REBOOT—Good Mourning!” 

Winter theme: REBOOT—Rediscovering Our Purpose” 

Devotional Guide for January 23-29, 2023 
These devotions are prepared for you each week by Pastor Kevin 

to use for your own personal devotions with the Lord,   
and are designed to prepare you for the message next weekend.  

   ________ _____ 

Monday, January 23
RD                                     

To comfort all who mourn” 

Scripture: Isaiah 61:1-3 NIV       

In this passage we find the prophecy of the Messiah, announcing 

good news of deliverance.  Jesus Christ uses verses 1–2 to announce 

His ministry (in Luke 4:16–21).  He is the servant who has taken upon 

Himself the condemnation of our sins, and He is the Warrior who 

has broken the power of sin.  In Christ and also through the Holy 

Spirit, God the Father has made a way to “heal” those who mourn 

over their sin, and shares with them the wholeness—the peace—

which He alone can offer.  

Question: Have you felt comfort from God during a time of mourning? 
   ________ _____ 

Tuesday, January 24
TH                

“Fasting and weeping and mourning” 

Scripture: Joel 2:12-14 NIV       

This is a prophecy often observed at the beginning of Lent, because it 

challenges us to “rend your heart and not your garments” (v.13).  In 

those days, a Jewish believer would rend (tear) their garment, as a 

sign of their grief.  God instead calls for a more permanent rending.  

While Israel already experiences God’s judgment, they must not give 

up hope; there is still a window of opportunity.  God calls them to 

show three traditional outward signs of repentance: fasting, weeping, 

and mourning.  There also needs to be an inner transformation of 

the heart, the center of human will.  These signs of repentance enable 

the believer to be cleansed in order to experience God’s joy. 

Question: Do you practice these three spiritual disciplines? 
   ________ _____ 

Wednesday, January 25
TH              

“No more mourning, crying, or pain” 

Scripture: Revelation 21:1-4 NIV       

Fortunately, the days of mourning and repentance aren’t permanent.  

In the revelation given to the apostle John, our repentance is to be 

accompanied by perseverance and faith, thus avoiding unbelief and 

cowardice and immorality.  The time of mourning will end, with the 

Lord bringing comfort by wiping “every tear from their eyes” (v.4), 

thus removing the source of our mourning and sorrow: the curse and 

the brokenness of the “old order” of sin. 

Question: Have you ever felt such intense sorrow or a time of mourning? 


