
________________   _____      ___________ 

Thursday, February 2
ND

      “They argued about who was greatest” 

Scripture: Mark 9:33-37 NIV       

Status was central to one’s honor in ancient societies, whether Jewish 

or pagan.  After their argument about who was the greatest among 

themselves, they chose to keep quiet, when Jesus asked why they 

were arguing.  The precise reason is unclear.  Perhaps they felt      

embarrassed or did not want Jesus to interfere, until they resolved 

the pecking order among themselves.  Jesus Himself has taken on the 

role of the “suffering servant” for all.  In the gospel of John’s account 

of the foot-washing (John 13:3–7) and the apostle Paul’s reflection 

on Jesus’ humbling Himself to deathly service on a cross (Phil 2:6–8),   

Jesus exemplifies strength through having a servant heart. 

Question: How is having a child-like faith to be a source of strength? 
__________________   __      ___________ 

Friday, February 3
RD               

“No human being can tame the tongue” 

Scripture: James 3:3-12 NIV       

The importance and challenge of controlling our speech is the focus 

of this section.  Central to this section and to the letter as a whole is 

James’s call for a wholehearted and consistent commitment to God.  

Our words are powerful, and it is very difficult to keep them under 

control.  The three images that James uses in these verses—bits and 

horses, rudders and ships, sparks and forest fires—help to illustrate 

the strength and power of the tongue.  The tongue’s strength is quite 

out of proportion with its size, compared to other parts of the hu-

man body.  Our tongues reveal what is in our hearts, and so they 

manifest all the worldliness that characterizes humans.  James might 

be implying that human beings, by their own resources, cannot tame 

the tongue; a task so difficult like that requires the divine assistance of 

the Lord. God created human beings in His “likeness/image.”  That 

image, while marred because of the fall into sin, has not gone away.  

We, as human beings, possess inherent worth because we continue to 

manifest that “image.”  James touches on one of his key concerns: 

Christians failing to respond to God completely and consistently. It is 

just as incongruous for a Christian—someone whose heart God’s  

Holy Spirit transformed—to utter false and demeaning words as it is 

for a fig tree to bear olives; a grapevine, figs; or a salt spring, fresh 

water.   Our strength, our image, our salvation are all God’s gifts to 

us, being nothing that we can control—other than to rely on God. 

Question: How difficult do you find it to control your own tongue? 
    __________     ___________ 

 

Sunday, February 5, 2023 

8:30 and 10:45 am (Livestream @10:45 am) 

Scripture: Matthew 5:5, Mark 9:33-37 NIV,  

and James 3:3-12 NIV 

Message: “REBOOT—Strength Under Control” 

Devotional Guide for Jan.30-Feb.5, 2023 
These devotions are prepared for you each week by Pastor Kevin 

to use for your own personal devotions with the Lord,   
and are designed to prepare you for the message next weekend.  

   ________ _____ 

Monday, January 30
TH                 

 “The Lord will renew their strength” 

Scripture: Isaiah 40:28-31 NIV       

With the deliverance of God’s people by the hand of God, it is one 

thing for God to WANT to save His people, and another thing for 

Him to be ABLE to save.  But those assertions do not mean much, 

unless God actually INTENDS to save.  These verses establish that He 

does.  Although some of the Israelites in exile might say that God 

does not really care about His people’s plight—perhaps because their 

deliverance does not occur at once—God asserts that as Creator,   

neither His strength nor His understanding can be equated with    

anything in the cosmos.  Those who rush to rely on the strength in 

the creation will inevitably fail, but those who “hope in the 

Lord” (v.31), the Creator, will discover reservoirs of strength of 

which the world doesn’t know!   

Question: Have you ever felt strengthened by the Lord? 
   ________ _____ 

Tuesday, January 31
ST               

“It is God who arms me with strength” 

Scripture: Psalm 18:30-36 NIV       

King David cried out to God, in great distress. He recognized that 

God would save him through His mighty power.  Because God 

shields all who take refuge in Him (including King David), David 

knew that he could walk safely and secure.  David gave the credit to 

the Lord for all his successes, and he affirms in verse 31 the answers 

for two very rhetorical questions that his God is without peer.   

Question: Has God granted you wisdom through strength for refuge? 
   ________ _____ 

Wednesday, February 1
ST                      

“The meek will inherit the earth” 

Scripture: Matthew 5:5 NIV       

This verse alludes to Psalm 37:11 (“But the meek will inherit the land 

and enjoy peace and prosperity”).  Those who humbly acknowledge 

their dependence on the goodness and grace of God, who do not 

reflect any arrogance toward others, are considered here to be meek. 

In the Old Testament, faithful Israelites would occupy the land of 

Israel in peace and prosperity, but in the New Testament, the humble 

followers of Jesus encompass the world, receiving spiritual blessings.  

Question: Who in your life is the most meek person that you know? 


