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About four to five centuries before the birth of Jesus Christ, there
was a Greek philosopher named Diogenes. His philosophy was
cynical in nature. According to legend, Diogenes was known to
walk the streets during broad daylight, carrying a lantern, stating that he was looking for honesty
and truth. Being a cynic, he never found it. He also lived and slept in an old wine vat, and
would be quite crude in public, having a reputation for sleeping and eating wherever he chose...
in a highly non-traditional fashion. Another legend states that Diogenes stood on a street corner one day,
laughing like a mad man. He was asked by someone, “Why are you laughing?” He replied, “Do you see
that stone in the middle of the street? More than ten people have already stumbled on it, then looked
at the stone and cursed it, but nobody has removed it to prevent someone else from stumbling!”
When my oldest son (Christopher) was graduating from college, getting ready to pursue his
Masters Degree in philosophy, he had shared that he believed that he was now an atheist. For his
graduation, I sought and purchased a unique present...a lantern. The gift had a two-fold meaning:
first, the lantern was a symbol of his philosophical pursuit for the truth, being reminiscent of the
philosopher Diogenes. Second, the lantern was a symbol of his upbringing in the Christian faith
by his mother and me. In Psalm 119:105, the psalmist had written, “Your Word is a lamp for
my feet, a light on my path.”
The search for truth can be a difficult one, especially in our own culture. One of the most telling examples
shared in God’s Word is the perspective of the truth that is held by different people. In the 1960s, 65% of
Americans said they believed the Bible was true; today, that figure has dropped to 32%. Even more dramatic
is that today, 67% of all Americans deny that there's any such thing as truth, while 70% believe that there are
no moral absolutes.
Both George Gallup and George Barna, world renowned pollsters and close church observers, have noted
declining biblical literacy in the church. Of Americans, 60% are not able to name five of the Ten Commandments,
while 50% of graduating high school seniors think Sodom and Gomorrah were married. There are even some
pastors who are not much better informed than the laity; Barna found that 49% of Protestant pastors reject
core biblical beliefs. According to George Gallup: one third of those surveyed knew who delivered the Sermon
on the Mount; fewer than half can name the first book of the Bible; while 80% of born-again Christians
believe the phrase ‘God helps those who help themselves’ is found in the Bible (it’s not, but was a quote by
Ben Franklin, if you’re curious).
Our ignorance and rejection of the truth is crippling us. Without truth, the gospel is perverted. There are
some churchgoing adults who reject the accuracy of the Bible, they reject the existence of Satan, and they
reject the sinlessness of Jesus. Some see no need to evangelize, and some believe that good works are one of
the keys to persuading God to forgive their sins.
The author, John Ortberg, wonders why this is, when the Bible is the world’s best-selling book. He
wrote, “It’s a strange thing: the Bible has never been so accessible. According to the Guinness Book of
Records, scientologist author L. Ron Hubbard’s writings have been translated into 65 languages; the
Koran that is supposed to be read in Arabic hasn’t been translated as much; while the Book of Mormon
is in about 100 languages. But, 2,656 languages have translated all or some of the Bible. Some 65
million copies of the Bible are bought or distributed in the U.S. every year--nothing else is a close
second. The average house has at least three. People cheer the Bible, buy the Bible, give the Bible,
own the Bible… they just don’t actually read the Bible. So I’m thinking a lot, these days, about how to
help the people that God brings my way to know and love the book.”
It is this need for us to discover and embrace the truth of God’s Word that has inspired me to focus on a
worship theme this summer called, “Truth Be Told—the Letter to the Romans.” The apostle Paul shares
excellent insights into grasping the truth of God in practical ways for the church in these
trying times, and for the building up of our own faith journeys.
See you in church—and embrace grace!
Pastor Kevin (aka Rev Kev)
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PHOTOGRAPHY
DAT E S :

Friday/Saturday August 26-27
Monday/Tuesday September 12-13

Get ready
to say
“CHEESE!”

A pictorial directory is a powerful tool in our church to help each of us know
each other better. Our last directory is now outdated from 2013 (nine years ago)
so it is time for a new one.

4 easy ways to make

an appointment to have your picture taken…

- Sundays, after worship, see a volunteer at the white tables in the coffee
fellowship area, with a laptop computer.
- go to our church website www.greensburgfirst.org and use the
blue-letter link “Click HERE to schedule your time”
- visit our church’s Facebook page and click the link there
www.facebook.com/FUMCGreensburg
- call the church office at 724-834-3111, and we will help get you
signed up right away.

Please, sign-up TODAY!
Your participation will help the church and yourself. Every family photographed for the
directory will receive a copy of the directory plus an 8x10 portrait at no cost.
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SUMMER
BIBLE
STUDY
Life can leave you feeling depleted and weary;
anxiety can seem in control, and circumstances
leave you feeling restless. You begin to feel like
you’ll never get it all done and you’ll never really
measure up. By the end of the day, we often can
find ourselves feeling maxed out, overwhelmed,
or even lost. Meets on the following

Mondays @ 3:00 p.m.
August 8, 15, 29

( NO study on Aug. 1 or 22 )

“Summer-ing” it all up...the schedule, that is

Weekly Bible Study forYouth & Adults
Youth ~ Mondays ~ 3:00p.m. ~ Aug. 8, 15, 29 (NO study Aug. 1 or 22)
Adults ~ Tuesdays ~ 9:30 a.m. (resumes August 9) Aug. 9, 16, 23, 30

Adult
Bible Study
Tuesdays 9:30 a.m. ~ August 9, 16, 23, 30 ~ library/lower level
Come join Pastor Kevin, as we take a look at some
of the all-time favorite psalms of the church!
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Our Church Picnic in July was a great success! It was a little overcast
that day at Mt. Odin Park, and not quite so hot. Over 30 people enjoyed
a time of Fun, Fellowship, & Food! Also, Special Thanks to the
wonderful crew of those who helped set up and clean up!
Our collection for school supplies continues until mid-August, at which time we will
purchase the supplies and take them to Nicely Elementary and Hutchinson Elementary
schools. If you have not yet donated and would like to, please make your check payable
to United Methodist Women with “school supplies” on the memo line, or mark “school
supplies” on your envelope for cash donations. You can put it in the offering plate on
Sunday or drop it off in the church office. Our support to the schools is greatly appreciated
by both the school staff and the parents of the students. It’s a great way to do mission, close to
home, that will help our neighbors in this difficult economic time.

United Methodist Women Business Meeting
September 6 ~ 6:30 p.m. ~ fellowship hall

All women ae invited to join us, as we have a brief business meeting
and a time of refreshment and fellowship. More information to come.

The First United Methodist Church of Greensburg
and the Joyce Jenkins Slyman Study & Lecture Series present the following event...

P lease S ave the D ate… A ll are W elcome!!!
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We Graciously Thank …

Bob & Cindy Jackson for sponsoring our
August “Truck of the Month” in Loving Memory of
Medelise Jackson and Russell & Anna Marie Harrold

Next Distribution:

Friday, August 12th at 10 a.m.

Thursday Afternoon “Set-up Team” August 11th
(arrive 1:30 p.m. in fellowship hall)
- there will be NO interaction with clients and tables will be spaced well apart.

Friday Morning “Distribution Team” August 12th

Truck-of-Month

(arrive 8:00 a.m. -or whenever you can- at glass doors on S. Maple)
Sponsor
- We need to unload the truck, pack boxes & bags in fellowship hall, & distribute at 10. URGENTLY NEEDED

Distribution-Day Instructions
- If

GOOD weather, all activity will be outside

October Pumpkin Truck
$100 donation...

- Stay in your car and register in parking lot adjacent to YMCA
- Continue across street, in front of glass doors, and your car will be loaded

- If

BAD weather (rain), all activity will be inside

- Wear a mask and enter at corner door on S. Maple and register in front hall
- Go out and pull your car up to the curb at glass doors to be loaded

Food Pantry Ministry Contact:

Please contact the
Church Office
at 724-834-3111
ASAP!

Mallory Baker 570-765-0781 or email at mallory.n.baker@gmail.com
Our Happy Feet project will continue until mid-August, when
the monies collected will be sent to Nicely and Hutchinson
Elementary Schools, to help to provide shoes for students in
need. Each of us may not be able to give a lot, but all of us
can give much. Please help us to provide for a very basic
need for these students.
The Christmas

in July project is at an end, but the
Holiday Dinner Project is not. You can still support this worthwhile

effort until mid-November, when we will forward the proceeds to Nicely and
Hutchinson Elementary Schools to share with their families. While we are all
struggling to make ends meet, please help us show the love of God, through
something as little as a donation, to help these families have something special for their holiday dinners.

Questions & Volunteer Opportunities or Fundraising ideas?
Contact Sherry Miller 724-537-9366 sherrymiller8966@gmail.com

We thank you for your kindness and ongoing generosity!
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as listed in
recent weekly bulletins

Mary Bliss ~ Matthew Bloom & family ~ Concetta Bodner ~ Janet Craig ~
family of AnnaMary Fisher ~ Chloe H. ~ family of Anna Marie Harrold ~ Donna Iezzi ~
Jason ~ Mary Lou Jordan ~ Lee ~ Sam Leccia, Sr. ~ Long family ~ Dorothy M. ~
Connor Obrien ~ Vickie Pedro-Markos ~ Ty & Mya Perkins ~
family of Frank Pultz ~ Don Sedlacko ~ family of Marlana Sherman ~
family of Nancy Spencer ~ Struzzi family ~ SueAnne ~ Chris T.

Remembering those who
cannot be among us.

Contact the church office, or make note
on your attendance card, to get the
“phone” prayer chain going…

724-834-3111
churchsecretary@greensburgfirst.org

Allan Pierce, Marge Trumbetta Brookdale
(500 Brouwers Drive, Latrobe, PA 15650)

Paulette Hood Hempfield Manor
(1118 Woodward Drive, Greensburg, PA 15601)

Hospitals no longer automatically inform churches
of the admission of members…

Vivian Engel Loyalhanna Care Sr. Suites
(543 McFarland Road rm. 209, Latrobe, PA 15650)

Please contact the church office
with ALL concerns.

Helen Harrison Mt. View Senior Living
(132 Nature Park Road, Greensburg, PA 15601)

If we are not informed,
then how can we help?

Donna Bush, Norma Gump, Westmoreland Manor
John Kovacevich, Charlotte Sonafelt
(2480 S. Grande Blvd., Greensburg, PA 15601)

Those we love will live forever in our hearts.
Sending you…

Peace
Light & Love

in this recent time
of loss and sadness.

Walter Zane Dillon, Sr. June 27, 2022
Anna Marie Harrold July 1, 2022
Nancy Elizabeth Spencer July 10, 2022
Dorothy M. White July 19, 2022

Healing Hearts
Support Group

Losing a loved one is devastating, and for those who have no
support network in place, it’s even worse. You are not alone. We
have all suffered from the loss of loved ones, and we can relate to
your pain. Please Join us on our journey to a new reality.
We will next meet on Monday, August 15, with a location to
soon be determined. Further information about location and time
can be obtained by calling Sherry Miller at 724-537-9366 or
emailing her at sherrymiller8966@gmail.com.

Find Encouragement with us…Be an Encouragement to us.
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Page 7

Trustees

Jim Swank (chairperson)
Richard Briggs Karen Pershing
Sean Hirst
Mark Steeves
Ellen Matthews

Mike Sweeney
Randi Wichrowski

The boiler motor gasket repair has been estimated by Mullen Refrigeration at $1,706. Since the cost is over
$1,000, the Board voted to waive our policy of requiring three bids for projects exceeding $1,000, because
Mullen is our preferred contractor for minor and major repairs of this equipment. Although only two gaskets are
currently damaged, Mullen recommended replacing all 12, and the hardware with stainless steel fasteners,
because all parts were of the same age.
Annual tasks at the parsonage are being planned. We will seal the driveway, tune-up the tractor, and schedule
the HVAC inspection. Most everything else is up-to-date and looking good. We may look into the cost of
putting an expansion tank on the water heater, since that deficiency was reported by the home inspector, when the
parsonage was purchased.
Sean Hirst is finishing painting the floor of the boiler/basement area and reorganizing the space. After T.M.
Nelson Painting finished the walls, and painted a nice border/baseboard in a gray color, matching the floor to this
looks really good. The whole area looks cleaner and neater. The storage of winter salt on a pallet takes up
approximately 9 square feet of floor space and prohibits the efficiency of that spot. We hope to rearrange this, to
keep the salt tucked away and be able to use the wall above for storage hooks or shelving. Existing shelving,
temporarily removed, will be reinstalled.
T.M. Nelson also finished painting the outside metal doors and the roofs over the stairwells in the alleyway.
He did this in one day at a cost of $1,760. Everything looks fresh and clean; as well as ready to repel the weather.
We are waiting to hear from First Commonwealth Bank, about the need to paint the wall between their parking
lot and our church courtyard. We are hoping they will take care of that, or at least, offer to pay for it if we get it done.
The Trustees decided to not meet during July and August. We will keep in touch through texts and email, and
address any emergency needs, as necessary.
Condolences to the family of Nancy Spencer. She served on the Board of Trustees for three years in a faithful,
attentive, and diligent manner. We will miss her presence, her input, and her willingness to help take care of the
church and parsonage. We pray that her loved ones are comforted by God’s grace, and she is granted eternal
peace and salvation.

Submitted by Jim Swank, Chairperson

C hoir
N otes
from Fred

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, calling for you and for me...

Pershing

Director of Music

excerpt from Hymn 348

Our choirs are still enjoying rest for the summer. But, many of our
participants are already asking, “When will we start again in the fall?”
If you have any interest in joining our choirs, now is the time to act.
Our adult choirs begin after Labor Day. Do not worry
about making EVERY rehearsal or EVERY Sunday.
Our lives are diverse and things happen. If you have a love
for music, we have a place for you! Taking part in the music
ministry of our Church is a great way to serve...AND it is FUN TOO!!!

...earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,
calling, O sinner, come home!
p.s. Between Festival Services are snacks, and choir picnics are also a perk!
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Sunday

Aug. 7th

Thursday

Aug. 11th

Saturday

Aug. 13th

Monday

Aug. 15th

Tuesday

Aug. 16th

Saturday

Aug. 20th

Finance/Stewardship Committee @ 6 p.m. (fellowship hall)
Pittsburgh Pirates Game & Fireworks @ 7:05 p.m. (registration deadline was July 19)

Tuesday

Aug. 23rd

Worship Ministry Team @ 10:30 a.m. (library)

Thursday

Aug. 25th

Circuit Rider Assembly Team @ 8:30 a.m. (fellowship hall)
Photo Sessions for Church Pictorial Directory
Also Sept. 12 & 13
Photo Sessions for Church Pictorial Directory
see page 2 for details

th

Friday

Aug. 26

Saturday

Aug. 27th

Nominations/Leadership Development Committee @ 12 Noon
Church Staff Meeting @ 10 a.m. (church office)
Fella♦Ship men/boys prayer breakfast @ 9 a.m. (fellowship hall)
Circuit Rider DEADLINE articles/announcements due for September issue

“Pocket Change for a Purpose”

JULY TOTAL: $164.59 benefitting

Mission in Jamaica ~ Rev. David & Shauna Goode

Thank You!!!

Next Collection Date:
August 21st

to benefit: NA/12-Step Program Coffee Supply Fund

Join us on the 1st Wednesday of
every month, at the Greensburg
Eat’n Park at 12 noon.

August 3rd ~ Tidelands
by Philippa Gregory

discussion led by Pam Hamill

September 7th ~ City of Girls
by Elizabeth Gilbert

discussion led by MaryAnn Herd

If interested in joining, please contact
Olivia Graham at 724-420-5614.

Our Church Website will keep you
up-to-date

w w w. g re e n s b u r g f i r s t . o r g
Daily Devotional for

July / August

is still available in the media rack.

Centering Prayer
Continues to meet in the prayer room on

Monday evenings at 6:30

Questions? Contact the church office at 724-834-3111

(also via livestream)

28
8:30am Worship (Sanctuary)
9:30am Coffee Fellowship Hour
9:40am Adult Sunday School (Lib)
10:45am Worship (Sanctuary)

(also via livestream)

21 “Pocket Change fora Purpose”
8:30am Worship (Sanctuary)
9:30am Coffee Fellowship Hour
9:40am Adult Sunday School (Lib)
10:45am Worship (Sanctuary)

2:30pm Worship at Redstone

(also via livestream)

14
8:30am Worship (Sanctuary)
9:30am Coffee Fellowship Hour
9:40am Adult Sunday School (Lib)
10:45am Worship (Sanctuary)

12:00pm Nominations & Lay
Leadership Dev.

(also via livestream)

7 Communion.
8:30am Worship (Sanctuary)
9:30am Coffee Fellowship Hour
9:40am Adult Sunday School (Lib)
10:45am Worship (Sanctuary)

Sunday

(prayer room)

(library)

DEADLINE

Circuit Rider
Article

(library)

(prayer room)

6:30pm Centering Prayer

3pm Youth Bible Study

29

(prayer room)

6:30pm Centering Prayer

3pm Youth Bible Study

22

(prayer room)

6:30pm Centering Prayer

(library)

3pm Youth Bible Study

15

(prayer room)

6:30pm Centering Prayer

3pm Youth Bible Study

8

6:30pm Trustees
Resumes Sept. 6

30
9:30am Adult Bible Study

(library)

10:30am Worship
Ministry Team

(library)

23
9:30am Adult Bible Study

6:00pm Finance
& Stewardship (FH)

(library)

16
9:30am Adult Bible Study

(library)

9
9:30am Adult Bible Study

2
9:30am Adult Bible Study
Resumes Aug. 9

1

3pm Youth Bible Study
6:30pm Centering Prayer

Tuesday

Monday

31

NO Church Council
in August

24

17

10

3

Wednesday

11am 12-Step (FH)

Assembly Team (FH)

25
8:30am Circuit Rider

18
11am 12-Step (FH)

11
10am Staff Meeting
11am 12-Step (FH)
1:30pm Food Pantry
Set-up (FH)

4
11am 12-Step (FH)

Thursday

(fellowship hall)

27

Church Outing
to Pirates Game
7:05 game time

20

9am Fella♦Ship
Men & Boy’s
Prayer Breakfast

13

6

Saturday

~PICTORIAL DIRECTORY~
Photo Appointments
Friday
Saturday
2:30-8:30 pm 11 am -4:30 pm
(see page 2 for details)

26

19

(glass doors on S. Maple)

10-11am Food Pantry
Distribution

unload Truck & Set-up

12
8-10am Food Pantry

5

Friday
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