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Earlier this summer, our Bible studies focused on the Biblical character of Joseph
in the book of Genesis. Describing that study, we learned how the story of
Joseph was one where we meet an overconfident youth who later grew into
faithful maturity. Joseph had been given dreams of God’s plan for his life; so
with confidence and strength, he endured in integrity of faith. Joseph’s years of steadfast reliance on God
brought about not only reunion with his brothers, but also placed him in a high position where he was able to
save a nation from starvation.
Joseph’s family was certainly blessed because of his integrity; and, yours will be as well! In the end, his
greatest success story is certainly not his secular achievements as second in command of Egypt. His greatest
achievement is his single-mindedness to follow, to trust, and to obey God, no matter what the consequences,
and no matter what the situation. A colleague of mine said that the key to Joseph’s integrity was that he
lived his life looking to do “the next right thing.” Can you say the same thing in your life?
A man named Cleveland Stroud had coached the Blue Collar Bulldogs
for 18 years, before his high school basketball team made it to the state
championship. Stroud recalled that “it was the perfect night” when they
won, “a night you dream of.” He was carried around the gym on the
shoulders of his triumphant players and their proud parents. The local
paper put his picture on the front page.
But, the excitement was short-lived. Two months after the championship,
during a routine grade check, Stroud discovered that one of his players was
academically ineligible. That player had only played 45 seconds during the regional qualifying tournament,
but he did play. Stroud said, “I thought it was all ruined. I went through a phase where I was really
depressed.” He struggled with what to do next. Yet, his commitment to integrity led him to the right
decision. “Winning is the most important thing for any coach,” he said. “But your principles have to
be higher than your goals.” Stroud reported the error to the league, and the Bulldogs forfeited their trophy.
When the team lamented their loss at a team meeting, he told them, “You’ve got to do what is honest, what
is right, and what the rules say. People forget the scores of basketball games, but they don’t ever
forget what you are made of.”
Church, if we want the people we love around us to do the right thing tomorrow, we need to do right
today, and the next day, and the next day! In order for others around us to know how to do the next right
thing – we must show them what the right thing is each step of the way.
I have been asked why I believe that our Staff/Parish Relations Committee and our Church Council made
the right choice to vote to explore disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church. As an ordained elder in
the church, I hold the vows of my ordination as a sacred trust. Elders are ordained United Methodist clergy
who are ordained to a ministry of Word, Sacrament, Order, and Service. This means elders preach and teach
the Word of God, provide pastoral care and counsel, administer the sacraments of baptism and holy communion,
and order the life of the church for service in mission and ministry. Currently, in our denomination, it is my
perspective that the ministries of Word and Order are particularly under attack from within the greater
church—specifically relating to the role of Jesus Christ as our Savior and Redeemer, and also the authority
of God’s Word over the life of the church. My own sense of integrity prohibits me from doing anything else.
I must faithfully fulfill my ordination vows and my calling from the Lord.
It was the 16TH century English philosopher and statesman, Francis Bacon, who had stated: “It is not
what men eat but what they digest that makes them strong; not what we gain but what we save that
makes us rich; not what we read but what we remember that makes us learned; not what we preach
but what we practice that makes us Christians.”
As always, I covet your prayers for me as your Pastor, for our church—both local and universal, and also
for our world which needs to see integrity and love from all of us.
Embrace grace!
Pastor Kevin (aka Rev Kev)
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PHOTOGRAPHY
DAT E : Monday, September 12
4 easy ways to make

an appointment to have your picture taken…

- Sundays, after worship, see a volunteer at the white tables in the coffee
fellowship area, with a laptop computer.
- go to our church website www.greensburgfirst.org and use the
blue-letter link “Click HERE to schedule your time”
- visit our church’s Facebook page and click the link there
www.facebook.com/FUMCGreensburg
- call the church office at 724-834-3111, and we will help get you
signed up right away.

Your participation will help the church and yourself. Every family photographed for the
directory will receive a copy of the directory plus an 8x10 portrait at no cost.

C hoir
N otes

Praise the Lord! Praise God in His Sanctuary!
Praise Him with Trumpet sound…with Lute & Harp...with Strings & Pipe!
Let Everything that Breathes Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!

excerpts from Psalm 150

It’s FALL...the beginning of another season, and bells will soon be “ringing in” the start of school...both
public and Sunday school. We eagerly await the return of our many choirs for children and adults, as they
will ring and sing most joyfully during our worship services.
This is the perfect time to join the fun and share your talent.
from Fred Pershing
Director of Music
Can you keep a beat? Can you carry a tune? Simply contact
the church office at 724-834-3111, and we will point you in
the right direction. Please review the many possibilities of
ministry that are available below, and prayerfully consider
your involvement.
Thursdays

Thursdays
Sundays
Mondays

Chancel Chanters
Bonnie Ross Ringers
Chancel Choir
Children’s Choir
Children’s Chimes
Halo Youth Choir

Daily Devotional for
September/October

is now available in the media rack.

6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

begins Sept. 8th
begins Sept. 15th
begins Sept. 18th
begins Sept. 19th

Our Church Website will keep you
up-to-date

w w w. g re e n s b u r g f i r s t . o r g
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Meetings&Events
Labor Day, September 5th

Church and office will be CLOSED;
no meetings/activities.

Tuesday, September 6th
Board of Trustees
6:30 p.m. in the Library

Tuesday, September 6th

United Methodist Women
Potluck Dinner Business Meeting
6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

Thursday, September 8th
Church Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m. in the Church Office

Saturday, September 10th
FELLA-SHIP
Men/Boys Prayer Breakfast
9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

Sunday, September 11th

Rally Day for Christian Education
RD
►3
graders receive new Bibles!
►Dedicate and pray for our
Christian education volunteers!
►Church Pizza Party @12 Noon!

Tuesday, September 13th
Nominations/Lay Leadership
6:30 p.m. in the Library

Sunday, September 18th

“Can You Still Believe the Bible?”
A Lecture given by
the Rev. Dr. Allyn Ricketts
6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, September 20th
Outreach Ministry Team
4:30 p.m. in the Library

Tuesday, September 20th

Finance/Stewardship Committee
6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, September 28th
The Church Council
6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

AUTUMN BIBLE STUDY
Integrity assumes right and wrong. Integrity
is quiet; it deals with the inside, with motives, with
ideals, quiet things like keeping commitments—
even the hard ones, as the prophet Hosea did.
Integrity tells the truth—even if that truth might
prove fatal, a test that Abraham failed. Integrity
expects temptation and braces for it—as Joseph
did in the presence of the demanding wife of his
employer. Integrity cultivates endurance—as
did Job in the face of overwhelming tragedy.
Integrity guards the tongue, using its power to
encourage others and to glorify God. Integrity
follows the path of forgiveness—a lesson Peter
learned at the loving hand of his Lord. Integrity
trusts God, because in the end, God alone is trustworthy. God’s integrity is flawless.
Beginning September 12/13, join Pastor Kevin, as
he will lead this study of various Scripture passages
that enable us to live by integrity in our faith
journey.
Youth Bible Study
Adult Bible Study
Mondays @7:00 p.m. Tuesdays @9:30 a.m.
September 12
September 13
19
20
26
27
October 3
October 4
10 NO STUDIES
11
17
18
24
25
31 NO STUDIES November 1
November 7
8
14
15
21
22
The Bible studies will take place in the Library.
bring a Bible and bring a friend, as we study the
Word of God…to allow God’s Word to continually
prepare our hearts to be open to His will.
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Our School Supplies Project has been completed in August and the supplies have
been delivered to Nicely and Hutchinson Elementary Schools in the Greensburg Salem
School District. If you wanted to support this, but haven’t sent your donation, please
feel free to do so now by making your check out to UMW with “school supplies” on the
memo line. Your check can be put into the offering plate or dropped off in the church office.
The schools are very appreciative of our continued support of their families.

UMW Potluck Dinner Business Meeting
September 6 ~ 6:30 p.m. ~ fellowship hall

All women ae invited to join us, as we have a brief business meeting,
a Potluck Dinner, and a time of fellowship...please bring a dish to share.
Your support is vital to our ability to continue doing mission.

See you then!

“Pocket Change for a Purpose”

Centering Prayer

August TOTAL: $155.79 benefitting
NA/12-Step Program Coffee Supply Fund

Continues to meet
in the prayer room on

Monday evenings at 6:30
Questions?
Contact the church office at 724-834-3111

Next Collection Date:
September 18th

Thank You!!!

to benefit: Food Bank Holiday Gift Cards

We Graciously Thank …
the “Anonymous Angel” who sponsored
our September “Truck of the Month”

Next Distribution:

Friday, September 9th @ 10 a.m.

Thursday Afternoon “Set-up Team” September 8th
(arrive 1:30 p.m. in fellowship hall)
- there will be NO interaction with clients and tables will be spaced well apart.

Friday Morning “Distribution Team” September 9th
(arrive 8:00 a.m. -or whenever you can- at glass doors on S. Maple)
- We need to unload the truck, pack boxes & bags in fellowship hall, & distribute at 10.

Distribution-Day Instructions
- If

GOOD weather, all activity will be outside

- Stay in your car and register in parking lot adjacent to YMCA
- Continue across street, in front of glass doors, and your car will be loaded

- If

BAD weather (rain), all activity will be inside

- Wear a mask and enter at corner door on S. Maple and register in front hall
- Go out and pull your car up to the curb at glass doors to be loaded

Food Pantry Ministry Contact:

Mallory Baker 570-765-0781 or email at mallory.n.baker@gmail.com

Circuit Rider (September 2022)

Page 5

The First United Methodist Church of Greensburg
and the Joyce Jenkins Slyman Study & Lecture Series present the following event...

P lease
S ave the D ate!
There is no fee
and no
registration...
A ll are
W elcome!!!

In these days of uncertainty, turbulence, and confusion about our belief systems, many ask,
“Can I still believe in the Bible?” Who better to lead us in a study of this very subject, than
Dr. Allyn Ricketts? Please join us on Sunday, September 18, at 6:00 p.m. to hear Dr. Ricketts’
discussion and defense of this very subject about which we have all been confronted, either in
our own thinking or by being challenged by others. Don’t miss this important opportunity!!
Allyn Ricketts, PhD, served as a pastor for forty years, as adjunct faculty at Washington and Jefferson

College, and as professor of apologetics and philosophy at Biblical Life Institute near Freeport, PA. He
holds an MDiv from Ashland Theological Seminary and a PhD from Westminster Theological Seminary in
Philadelphia. He is the author of He Claimed to be God: Jesus and the Attributes of God and of several
newspaper articles relating the Christian faith to culture. Dr. Ricketts and his wife live in Latrobe, PA.

Our Happy Feet project has concluded in August. The total donations
received were $539.13. There is still time to participate...just make your
check out to FUMC with “Happy Feet” on the memo line. This money
will be forwarded to Nicely and Hutchinson Elementary Schools in September
to support their families who are struggling in these difficult economic times.
The Christmas tree is no longer in the Narthex, but you can always make a donation to the UMW Holiday
Dinner Project. Just mark your envelope with “UMW Holiday Dinners” and drop it in the offering
plate or at the church office. With the cost of food now, this help provided to families in need is even more
important. We appreciate your continued support of this project.

Questions & Volunteer Opportunities or Fundraising ideas?
Contact Sherry Miller 724-537-9366 sherrymiller8966@gmail.com

We thank you for your kindness and ongoing generosity!
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as listed in
recent weekly bulletins

Mary Bliss ~ Concetta Bodner ~ Jessica Erfer ~ C. J. Fredrickson ~ Riley Hirst ~
Donna Iezzi ~ Mary Lou Jordan ~ Mark Kuhns ~ Leah ~ Dorothy M. ~ John M. ~
Marlene ~ Matthews family ~ Melva Miller ~ Missy ~ Connor Obrien ~ Vickie
Pedro-Markos ~ Nick P. ~ Patricia Pandolph ~ Louise Prinkey
Rose ~ Sapone & Ferguson families ~ Don Sedlacko ~ SuAnne ~

Remembering those who
cannot be among us.
Allan Pierce, Marge Trumbetta Brookdale
(500 Brouwers Drive, Latrobe, PA 15650)

Contact the church office, or make note
on your attendance card, to get the
“phone” prayer chain going…

724-834-3111
churchsecretary@greensburgfirst.org

Paulette Hood Hempfield Manor
(1118 Woodward Drive, Greensburg, PA 15601)

Vivian Engel Loyalhanna Care Sr. Suites
(543 McFarland Road rm. 209, Latrobe, PA 15650)

Helen Harrison Mt. View Senior Living
(132 Nature Park Road, Greensburg, PA 15601)

Donna Bush, Norma Gump, Westmoreland Manor
John Kovacevich, Charlotte Sonafelt
(2480 S. Grande Blvd., Greensburg, PA 15601)

Hospitals no longer automatically inform churches
of the admission of members…

Please contact the church office
with ALL concerns.

If we are not informed,
then how can we help?

Healing Hearts
Support Group

Here we are, already in September. The September 19 Healing Hearts
meeting will be in the Church Lounge at 6:30 p.m. Losing loved ones is
difficult, but is made more bearable by having people around you who
understand what you are going through and are there to listen and offer
support. We are here. We have been where you are and we are still on
our journey to our new reality. Join us. You are not alone.
For further information, please contact Sherry Miller at 724-537-9366
or email her at sherrymiller8966@gmail.com.

Find Encouragement with us…Be an Encouragement to us.
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Trustees

Jim Swank (chairperson)
Richard Briggs Karen Pershing
Sean Hirst
Mark Steeves
Ellen Matthews

Mike Sweeney
Randi Wichrowski

Two air conditioning units failed during the first week of August. Mullen Refrigeration was brought in to
assess the situation and make repairs, if possible. They determined that a condenser motor on the Trane unit
(supplying cool air to the choir room and library) had a bad bearing and fan, and needed replaced. This repair
was completed on August 16 and cost $1,000. The other unit (which cools the office and adjoining rooms) was
malfunctioning, due to moisture that tripped the "wet" safety switch. Once the switch and suction wire were dried
off, reinsulated, and reset, the unit turned on. Additionally, a very dirty filter was probably the cause of the unit
"freezing up". It was also discovered that the thermostat control was located in a corner room with the door
closed all the time. This location was not conducive to providing an accurate reading of the temperature.
Therefore, the unit was not cooling, when necessary, or cooling too often. Mullen recommended relocating the
thermostat and installing a "wi-fi" type, to better control the function of the unit. Doing this would cost $500. A
regular unit, with new wiring, would cost $400. The Committee opted for the wi-fi thermostat.
While investigating the problem with the AC units, we also realized that the motor that powers the bathroom
exhaust fans may need replacing. This should not be an expensive repair, even if that motor needs replaced. We
will do what is necessary to get this fan up and running again.
A replacement back-up battery was installed in our alarm system control panel, at a cost of $25. This was
essential to maintaining communications with the central system monitor for Guardian Security Services.
We are waiting for a reimbursement from the Baker Fund for a $2,973 balance, needed for the cost of the
parsonage fireplace insert replacement. A request for a special disbursement was made, but has been delayed for
a couple of reasons. The authorized signatures for such disbursements expired and had to be renewed. Also,
we learned that a quarterly disbursement of interest earnings has been received, since the fund was established.
Apparently, there was really no need to make this special request, since the accumulated funds are easily accessed
and sufficient for our needs. We plan to discuss this at the August Finance Committee meeting, to get this sorted
out. Meanwhile, we should probably plan to re-visit the Trustees’ commitment to pay for maintenance contracts
and liability insurance, when we discuss the 2023 budget. The Board’s commitment to help ease our budget
constraints during the past couple of years by paying for these items with Trustee funds was enthusiastically
supported by Finance; but that was without the knowledge of the Baker disbursements. Now, with the discovery
of this new source of readily available money, perhaps we should use it for these purposes.
We are also trying to find a buyer for the old fireplace insert at the parsonage. It sits in the garage (as a heavy
obstacle) and attempts have been made to advertise for takers; but none has emerged. If anyone can help us find a
new home for this unit, we would be grateful. Nickos Chimney Company had assured us the old unit should bring
about $2,000. It is not necessary for us to realize that amount, but whatever it can be sold for would also help offset the cost of the new insert (and we are anxious to get rid of it).
Our “summer vacation” is almost over. The Trustees did not meet during the months of July and August. We
will resume on September 6th, the day after the Labor Day holiday.
Again, thanks for all your continued prayers, help, and support. We are blessed to have such a wonderful
church, and the Committee will do its part to maintain that tradition.

Submitted by Jim Swank, Chairperson

smile.amazon.com

Support our church by starting your shopping at the above website. It’s the same
Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service. Simply
sign up with your email and create a password, and search for
First United Methodist Church Greensburg
and choose it as the recipient. Then, start shopping. Amazon will donate 0.5% of
the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to our church whenever you shop on
AmazonSmile.
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“Regular”
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Friday 8 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Please note...days and times
may change at a moment’s notice,
due to circumstances beyond
our control. We thank you
for your understanding
& patience.

Join us on the 1st Wednesday of every month,
at the Greensburg Eat’n Park at 12 noon.

September 7th ~ City of Girls
by Elizabeth Gilbert

discussion led by MaryAnn Herd

October 5th ~ A Single Thread
by Tracy Chevalier

discussion led by Kay Garris

If interested
in joining us,
please contact
Olivia Graham
at 724-420-5614.

S ponsorships A vailable

Coming up later
this fall in
October...
Ushers & Greeters
Appreciation
Saturday, October 8th

10:00 am in Fellowship Hall
All current ushers and greeters are invited to
come and be appreciated for their service to our
church each week! We will also use this time
for some training, to improve our tasks, as we
serve together.

Walk Thru the
New Testament Seminar
Sunday, October 16th

CHANCEL FLOWERS ($35)
WEEKLY BULLETINS ($20)
Just fill out a green slip (for flowers) or a
purple slip (for bulletins) “in memory” or
“in honor” of friends or family, and return
to the church office with payment.

This will provide beautiful flowers for our
weekly worship services in the Sanctuary, and the
bulletin sponsorship will help defray some of our
copying/administrative fees…
Thank You.

2:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Registrations due October 9th
Many of you enjoyed our time together last fall,
as we shared a “Walk Thru the Old Testament”
led by Pastor Chuck Hildbold. Now, we are
ready to continue our journey, as we “Walk Thru
the New Testament.” More details will soon be
available in worship bulletins and in October’s
Circuit Rider.

Annual Cluster
Charge Conference
Saturday, October 29th

10:00 am at Charter Oak UMC

(Note: This is designated as a Charge Conference,
only Church Council members are eligible to vote)

This year, the Greensburg District will hold our
Charge Conferences in clusters of churches.
Our Charge Conference will be held together
with Charter Oak, Greensburg:Otterbein,
Greensburg:Trinity UMC, and Luxor UMC.

(also via livestream)

25
8:30am Worship (Sanctuary)
9:00am Children’s Chimes (Chapel)
9:30am Coffee Fellowship Hour
9:40am Sunday School for all ages!
10:45am Worship (Sanctuary)

6:00pm Lecture w/ Allyn Ricketts

(also via livestream)

18 “Pocket Change fora Purpose”
8:30am Worship (Sanctuary)
9:00am Children’s Chimes (Chapel)
9:30am Coffee Fellowship Hour
9:40am Sunday School for all ages!
10:45am Worship (Sanctuary)

12:00noon Rally Day Pizza Party
2:30pm Worship at Redstone

(also via livestream)

11 RALLY DAY for Christian Ed
8:30am Worship (Sanctuary)
9:00am Children’s Chimes (Chapel)
9:30am Coffee Fellowship Hour
9:40am Sunday School for all ages!
10:45am Worship (Sanctuary)

(also via livestream)

(prayer room)

(prayer room)

(library)

6:30pm Halo Youth Choir
7:00pm Youth Bible Study

5:30pm Girl Scouts (FH)
6:30pm Centering Prayer

26

(library)

6:30pm Halo Youth Choir
7:00pm Youth Bible Study

6:30pm Centering Prayer

19

(library)

7:00pm Youth Bible Study

(prayer room)

6:30pm Centering Prayer

(library)

27
9:30am Adult Bible Study

6:00pm Finance
& Stewardship (FH)

(library)

4:30pm Outreach Ministry

20
9:30am Adult Bible Study

see page 2 details

can be made available

Tuesday

Photo Appointments

(library)

13
9:30am Adult Bible Study

6:30pm Trustees (library)

(fellowship hall)

6:30pm UMW Business
meeting w/ Potluck Dinner

~PICTORIAL DIRECTORY~

Monday 2:30-8:30

12

with NO
evening activities

Church & Office will be

6
9:30am Adult Bible Study
th

5

4 Communion.
8:30am Worship (Sanctuary)
9:30am Coffee Fellowship Hour
9:40am Adult Sunday School (Lib)
10:45am Worship (Sanctuary)
(RESUMES Aug. 13 )

Tuesday

Monday

Sunday

(fellowship hall)

6:30pm Church Council

28

21

14

7

Wednesday

Rider
Article

Assembly Team (FH)

11am 12-Step (FH)
6pm Chancel Chanters
6pm Kid’s Choir
6:30pm Adult Bells
7:30pm Chancel Choir

29
8:30am Circuit Rider

6pm Chancel Chanters
6pm Kid’s Choir
6:30pm Adult Bells
7:30pm Chancel Choir

22
11am 12-Step (FH)

11am 12-Step (FH)
6pm Chancel Chanters
6pm Kid’s Choir
6:30pm Adult Bells
7:30pm Chancel Choir

DEADLINE

15 Circuit

30

6pm Wedding
Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

23

16

(glass doors on S. Maple)

10am Food Pantry
Distribution

unload Truck & Set-up

9
8-10am Food Pantry

2

1
11am 12-Step (FH)

8
10am Staff Meeting
11am 12-Step (FH)
1:30pm Food Pantry
Set-up (FH)
6pm Chancel Chanters
6:30pm Adult Bells
7:30pm Chancel Choir

Friday

Thursday

(fellowship hall)

(Sanctuary)

2pm Wedding

24

17

9am Fella♦Ship
Men & Boy’s
Prayer Breakfast

10

3

Saturday
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